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I. EU Competitiveness

1. EU industry chiefs urge return to open markets, competition

In short:

CEOs of European multinational companies believe the economic crisis has
compromised EU state aid policy and are urging Brussels to restore open markets, in a
newly published review of competition law.

Requests for state support have soared since the outbreak of the global economic crisis,
putting governments under pressure to save national industries, but the business sector is
worried about the creeping return of market distortions.

The European Round Table of Industrialists (ERT), a group of CEOs and chairmen of
multinational corporations, is demanding that competition law be enforced, even if local
businesses are pleading for government bailouts.

"Some of the successes achieved by EU competition policy in ensuring the good functioning
of markets could be jeopardised in times of economic crisis," Jacob Wallenberg, chairman of
an ERT working group on competition policy, writes in the foreword of a new report.

More on: http://www.euractiv.com/en/trade/eu-industry-chiefs-urge-return-open-
markets-competition-news-319740?utm_source=EurActiv

2. Innovation commissioner backs EU 3% research target

In short:

Maire Geoghegan-Quinn, the EU's commissioner for research, innovation and science,
believes that the bloc's target of spending 3% of GDP on research and development
(R&D) must remain in place if Europe is to put itself firmly on the road to economic
recovery.

The new commissioner acknowledged current debates surrounding the 3% R&D objective but
insisted that now is the wrong time to make cutbacks in a sector that is underperforming in
many EU member states.

Geoghegan-Quinn was delivering the keynote address on Friday (5 March) at the Lisbon
Council's 2010 Innovation Summit, her first major speech as innovation commissioner since
the European Parliament hearing in January.

More on: http://www.euractiv.com/en/innovation/innovation-commissioner-backs-eu-
3-research-target-news-319741%utm_source
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3. MEPs unite in call for 'economic governance'

In short:
The leaders of the three largest political groups in the European Parliament have
joined forces to call for stronger economic governance in the EU.

In a rare show of cross-party unity, MEPs issued a joint statement urging EU leaders to
embrace the need for "incentives and sanctions" in implementing the new economic strategy,
dubbed 'Europe 2020'".

The move came as diplomats met in Brussels yesterday (11 March) to prepare for a crucial
summit of EU leaders scheduled for the end of the month. Governments will have to agree
national targets for boosting growth and jobs but some are reluctant to give Brussels the
power to punish failure.

The Europe 2020 plan is the successor to the so-called Lisbon Agenda which is widely seen
as having fallen short of its goals due to loose monitoring and enforcement of targets.

More on: http://www.euractiv.com/en/priorities/meps-unite-call-economic-
governance-news-330438




Competitiveness Digest No.164

Il. Other

1. Forfas publication: Report of the Innovation Taskforce

In short:

The Report of the Taskforce on Innovation is an important element of the
Government's Plan for dealing with the challenges facing the Irish economy in a
changed world, Building Ireland's Smart Economy. The Report sets out some key
recommendations and steps to allow Ireland to be transformed into a Global
Innovation Hub.

The Secretariat to the Innovation Taskforce was provided by the Department of the Taoiseach
with support from Forfas and the Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment.

Publication: Report of the Innovation Taskforce Summary

More on:
http://www.forfas.ie/publication/search.jsp?fi=/publications/2010/Title,5693.en.php

2. New action lines of the tourism sector in the framework of the Lisbon Treaty

In short:

Tourism is one of the activities endowed with most significant potential to generate
growth and employment in the EU. Moreover, tourism contributes to the development
and socioeconomic integration in rural, peripheral or less developed regions.

The Lisbon Treaty foresees a new competence for the EU in the tourism sector,
changes the institutional context for the European tourism and offers the opportunity
for a political initiative from the Commission in the field of tourism in 2010.

To read the publication, please click here.

More on:
http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/newsroom/ct/itemlongdetail.cfm?item_id=4032&lang=e
n




