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I. EU Competitiveness 
 
 

1. Competitiveness Council focus on 2020 Strategy 
 
In short:  
An exchange of views was held on the new 2020 Strategy for jobs and growth at the 
latest meeting of the Competitiveness Council on 1 and 2 March in Brussels, Belgium. 
The debate focused on the new strategy from the perspective of the internal market 
and will help contribute to the general framework of the new strategy. 
 
'The EU must enhance and strengthen its single market, which is one of the most important 
elements that can contribute to sustainable growth and the creation of quality employment, a 
single open, transparent, non-protectionist internal market,' said Diego López Garrido, 
Spanish Secretary of State for the European Union and one of the three joint chairs of the 
meeting. 
 
Ministers discussed the best ways to begin designing the 2020 Strategy, how to secure 
political commitments towards the strategy from all Member States and how to set up clear, 
ambitious and realistic targets for jobs and growth and to foster competitiveness throughout 
the EU. 
 
The 2020 Strategy will build on the successes of the Lisbon Strategy, the EU's development 
action plan created to stimulate growth and create more and better jobs, which ran from 2000 
to 2010. The 2020 Strategy is expected to help kick-start recovery from the current economic 
downturn and create an ambitious new structural reform agenda at both national and EU 
levels. 
 
More on: 
http://cordis.europa.eu/fetch?CALLER=EN_NEWS&ACTION=D&DOC=1&CAT=NEWS&QUE
RY=01273d330427:f280:6b73ac68&RCN=31833 
 
Brussels unveils 2020 economic roadmap for Europe 
More on: http://www.euractiv.com/en/priorities/brussels-unveils-2020-economic-roadmap-
europe-news-302202 
 
2020 strategy undermines economics of biodiversity, says WWF 
More on: http://www.euractiv.com/en/sustainability/eu-2020-strategy-undermines-role-
biodiversity-economic-recovery-say-wwf-news-30120 
 
 Brussels sets out new economic strategy for EU 
More on: http://euobserver.com/9/29599/?rk=1 
 
 

2. Europe 2020: Commission proposes new economic strategy in Europe 
 
In short:  
The European Commission has launched today the Europe 2020 Strategy to go out of 
the crisis and prepare EU economy for the next decade. The Commission identifies 
three key drivers for growth, to be implemented through concrete actions at EU and 
national levels: smart growth (fostering knowledge, innovation, education and digital 
society), sustainable growth (making our production more resource efficient while 
boosting our competitiveness) and inclusive growth (raising participation in the labour 
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market, the acquisition of skills and the fight against poverty). This battle for growth 
and jobs requires ownership at top political level and mobilisation from all actors 
across Europe. Five targets are set which define where the EU should be by 2020 and 
against which progress can be tracked. 
 
President Barroso said, "Europe 2020 is about what we need to do today and tomorrow to get 
the EU economy back on track. The crisis has exposed fundamental issues and 
unsustainable trends that we can not ignore any longer. Europe has a growth deficit which is 
putting our future at risk. We must decisively tackle our weaknesses and exploit our many 
strengths. We need to build a new economic model based on knowledge, low-carbon 
economy and high employment levels. This battle requires mobilisation of all actors across 
Europe." 
 
 To read full paper, please click  here. 
 
More on: http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/index_en.htm 
 

3. Barroso casts Europe as 'Innovation Union' 
 
In short:  
The EU's new growth strategy, due to be rubber-stamped by the new Barroso 
Commission on Wednesday (3 March), includes a blueprint for transforming Europe 
into an 'Innovation Union' by 2020. 
 
A leaked draft of the 'Europe 2020' strategy ties together research, education, finance and 
intellectual property as part of a holistic approach likely to be reflected in the European 
Commission's forthcoming innovation action plan. 
 
Several of the proposed reforms are long-standing goals but officials say there is now 
unprecedented political impetus to fix old problems. 
 
The 'Innovation Union' plan, one of nine "flagship initiatives," commits Brussels to boosting 
investment in research and making Europe an attractive place to develop new products. 
 
More on: http://www.euractiv.com/en/innovation/barroso-casts-europe-innovation-union-news-
299416 

4. Enterprise 'clusters' seen as foreign springboard for SMEs  
 
In short:  
Grouping industry players together in clusters can be an effective way of giving small 
businesses access to foreign markets, according to the Enterprise Europe Network 
(EEN), a European Commission service. 
 
Small businesses traditionally struggle to make inroads into foreign markets due to cultural 
barriers and marketing costs. However, SMEs have a better chance of selling their products 
and services overseas if they are part of a larger package of regional expertise. 
 
Nicoletta Marchiandi, who will speak about the internationalisation of SMEs at a 9 March 
meeting of the Enterprise Europe Network's Steering and Advisory Group in the European 
Parliament, said that relatively few SMEs have any export experience, but markets like China, 
India and Russia are crucial for dynamic SMEs. 
 
"For SMEs, it's impossible to access big buyers unless they are within a specific cluster. They 
face the language barrier and often don't know how to get information on foreign markets," 
she told EurActiv. 
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More on: http://www.euractiv.com/en/enterprise-jobs/enterprise-clusters-seen-foreign-
springboard-smes-news-299528l 
 
 

5. EU countries to report about energy investment plans 
 
In short:  
The European Parliament passed a draft regulation on 25 February allowing the 
European Commission to obtain more information about major energy projects 
planned in EU member states. The move was hailed as a step towards a more 
coordinated EU energy policy. 
 
The regulation requires EU countries to notify the Commission every two years about 
investment projects concerning the building, modernisation and decommissioning of energy 
capacities. 
 
The text covers projects related to oil, natural gas, electricity and biofuels, as well as carbon 
dioxide produced from these sources. 
 
Under the draft plans, energy companies are obliged to report these investments and give 
details regarding capacities, location, timetable and the technologies used in the interests of 
security of supply, carbon capture systems or retrofitting mechanisms, as well as comments 
on delays in implementing the projects. 
 
More on: http://www.euractiv.com/en/energy/eu-countries-report-about-energy-
investment-plans-news-299431 
 
 

6. Plans emerge for 'European Monetary Fund' 
 
In short:  
Plans for a European Monetary Fund emerged over the weekend as the ongoing debt 
crisis in Greece forces European politicians to rethink the euro area's institutional 
architecture. 
 
The loan-providing fund could be part of wider Franco-German scheme to reinforce economic 
co-operation and surveillance within the 16-member eurozone, with the European 
Commission signaling its readiness to come up with proposals 
 
"The commission is ready to propose a European instrument like this that would have the 
support of eurozone members," the EU's economic and monetary affairs commissioner Olli 
Rehn told the Financial Times Deutschland, in an article published on Monday (8 March). 
 
Mr Rehn emphasised that any financial aid from a European fund would be linked to "strict 
conditions." At present, the EU has a balance of payments facility to provide struggling non-
eurozone countries with loans, but no mechanism to help the 16 sharing the single currency. 
 
More on: http://euobserver.com/9/29623/?rk=1 
 
 

7. US ambassador proposes joint innovation plan with EU 
 
In short:  
Beyond the headlines declaring a growing transatlantic divide, Europe and the United 
Sates still share the deepest and broadest economic partnership in the world and need 
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to forge an innovation action plan rather than dwell on inconclusive debates, said US 
Ambassador to the EU William Kennard yesterday (4 March) in Brussels. 
 
Speaking in front of US business representatives gathered at the American Chamber of 
Commerce to the EU's Transatlantic Conference, Kennard spelled out two policy priorities for 
the coming months, echoing US President Barack Obama’s recent State of the Union 
address. 
 
"I have a great sense of urgency to get things done and to have some concrete deliverables 
and outcome […]. No issue is more important than getting our economy moving and creating 
jobs," he said, adding that the fundamental ingredients for success are vision and execution. 
 
More on: http://www.euractiv.com/en/us-ambassador-proposes-joint-innovation-plan-eu-
news-307670?utm_source=EurActiv+Newsletter&utm_campaign=728fec5b3c-
my_google_analytics_key&utm_medium=email 
 
 

8. Socialists propose 'New Deal' for EU farm policy post-2013 
 
In short:  
The Socialists and Democrats group in the European Parliament yesterday (4 March) 
tabled its vision for a fair, large-scale reform of the EU's Common Agricultural Policy 
(CAP). 
 
"Today, 80% of the CAP budget still goes to 20% of the farmers. We propose an innovative 
and integrated system which would make the allocation of resources fairer among farmers 
and member states," said spokesman Luis Capoulas Santos, as the S&D group unveiled its 
ambitions for EU farm reform. 
 
More on: http://www.euractiv.com/en/cap/socialists-propose-new-deal-eu-farm-policy-post-
2013-news-305781?utm_source 
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II. Other 
 

1. Wikinomics and the Era of the Openness: European Innovation at the Crossroads 
 
In short:  
A timely contribution to the Europe 2020 strategy, this e-brief explores the changing 
nature of innovation, towards more open, collaborative and inter-disciplinary systems. 
Entitled Wikinomics and the Era of Openness: European Innovation at a Crossroads, 
the study demonstrates how Europe can benefit from participating in a global 
movement to share knowledge, raise creativity and encourage social innovation. 
 
Publication: Wikinomics in Europe  
 
More on: http://www.lisboncouncil.net/publication/category/7-publication.html 
 
  

2. Energy Vision Update 2010: Towards a More Energy Efficient World 
 
In short:  
Energy efficiency has moved to the top of the global political and business agenda. 
Both government and industry are turning to energy efficiency as a critically important 
way to save energy in the quest to meet the world’s growing energy demands, while 
also addressing climate change and energy security concerns and supporting 
economic growth. The World Economic Forum in partnership with IHS Cambridge 
Energy Research Associates, together with policy-makers, chief executives and 
industry experts, has developed a new report Energy Vision Update 2010: Towards a 
More Energy Efficient World. 
 
Energy efficiency savings occur in every energy consuming sector – industrial, building, 
household and transportation – and this report addresses the opportunities and challenges 
specific for each of those sectors. To read the report, please click   here. 
  
More on: http://www.weforum.org/en/ip/energy/index.htm 
 
 

3. Results Profile: Croatia 
 
In short:  
Croatia aims to crown 15 years of economic and social progress by joining the 
European Union (EU), but to do so, it will need to bolster economic competitiveness, 
ensuring Croatians enjoy sustainable improvements in their quality of life. International 
Bank for Reconstruction and Development (IBRD) is helping the government invest in 
trade infrastructure and is helping cut red tape. IBRD support is also benefitting a wide 
range of social projects, ranging from more energy-efficient schools to the removal of 
land mines. 
 
Challenge: Croatia achieved impressive economic and social progress over the last 15 years. 
Prior to the onset of the global financial crisis, the Croatian economy grew at a healthy 4-5 
percent annually. Incomes doubled, and economic and social opportunities dramatically 
improved. 
 
 
More on: 
http://web.worldbank.org/WBSITE/EXTERNAL/NEWS/0,,contentMDK:22491324~menuPK:51
062075~pagePK:34370~piPK:34424~theSitePK:4607,00.html 


