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I. EU Competitiveness

1. ICT firms pledge to measure their carbon footprint

In short:

Leading associations in the field of information and communication technologies (ICT)
have teamed up to measure the sector's energy consumption and coordinate action on
deploying technologies that contribute to the EU's climate and energy goals.

A new industry initiative, the ICT for Energy Efficiency (ICT4EE) Forum, was launched
yesterday (23 February).

The initiative is supported by Digital Europe, the Global e-Sustainability Initiative (GeSl), Tech
America Europe and the Japan Business Council in Europe.

It responded to the EU executive's recommendations in October 2009, which urged the sector
to commit to ambitious targets to bring its rising carbon emissions under control.

More on: http://www.euractiv.com/en/energy-efficiency/ict-sector-work-measuring-its-carbon-
footprint-news-280134

2. Brussels readies plans for EU 'economic governance'

In short:

The European Commission wants to strengthen economic policy coordination between
the 27 EU member states by linking national fiscal stabilisation programmes to
expenditure in "growth-friendly" areas such as R&D and education, according to a
draft proposal seen by EurActiv.

In a draft ten-year economic plan called 'Europe 2020', due to be presented on 3 March, the
European Commission argues that EU nations have become more interdependent,
"particularly in the euro zone".

"Reforms, or the lack of them, in one country affect the performance of all others, as recent
events have shown," the Commission says, in a reference to the Greek debt crisis, which has
fuelled speculative attacks on the euro.

More on: http://www.euractiv.com/en/priorities/brussels-readies-plans-eu-economic-
governance-news-283016

3. MEPs attack current plans for 2020 strategy

In short:
Current EU proposals for the bloc's new 10-year economic plan merely represent more
of the same failed policies witnessed throughout the past decade, say MEPs.

The accusation was leveled at European Commission president Jose Manuel Barroso and
European Council president Herman Van Rompuy when they attended parliament's plenary
session in Brussels on Wednesday (22 February).
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Both men presented papers to EU leaders at an informal summit in Brussels earlier this
month, stressing the need for a smaller number of EU economic objectives in the new
strategy, but shying away from sanctions for member states that fail to meet national targets..

More on: http://euocbserver.com/19/29547

4. 'Social Europe’ still missing in EU 2020 draft, say activists

In short:

Social and employment experts believe the EU's 2020 plans still do not go far enough
in pushing for a Europe of solidarity and sustainability, though some felt there were
slight improvements on previous drafts.

French MEP Pervenche Berés, head of the European Parliament's employment committee,
told EurActiv that the current plans ignore the weaknesses of the Lisbon Strategy and will not
build a sustainable Europe.

In particular, she argued that the draft wrongly focuses on exit strategies in terms of fiscal
consolidation, while paying nothing more than minimal lip service to the fight against poverty
and social exclusion — notionally a key priority for the EU in 2010.

More on: http://www.euractiv.com/en/priorities/social-europe-still-missing-eu2020-draft-say-
activists-news-286611

5. Minister: Poland 'most efficient with EU funds'

In short:

Poland's use of EU funding has been the most efficient of all new member states,
contributing to the country's resistance to the recession, high-ranking Polish
politicians and business figures claimed last week.

Polish Minister for Regional Development Izbieta Bienkowska was bullish in her assessment
of the country's use of EU funds. In an interview with online business portal Polish Market,
Bienkowska claimed that "compared to other new EU member states, Poland has made the
most efficient use of EU funds".

Poland had used in full all the funds allocated to it, she observed, saying this had been felt in
the economy's performance.

More on: http://www.euractiv.com/en/regional-policy/minister-poland-most-efficient-eu-funds-
news-291067




