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I. EU Competitiveness

1. EU 2020 strategy must go local, says EU regional chief

In short:

The EU's new strategy for growth and jobs will not succeed unless it maintains
structural funds and gives regions real responsibility, outgoing Committee of the
Regions (CoR) President Luc Van den Brande told EurActiv in an interview.

Van den Brande, a Belgian centre-right politician who yesterday (10 February) finished his
mandate as CoR president, believes that structural funds are a showcase for what the EU
does best, and should be maintained at their current budget levels.

However, they must be reformed to be more flexible, eschewing a "one-size-fits-all" approach,
and more importantly they must be intimately linked to the overall EU 2020 strategy, which
will determine the EU's growth and employment blueprint for the coming decade.

Including the regions is key, he claimed, arguing that "our research has shown that countries
which followed the Lisbon Strategy objectives from a central plan without input from their
regions are faring worse than those which consulted regional and urban communities”.

More on: http://www.euractiv.com/en/regional-policy/eu-2020-strategy-must-go-local-
says-eu-regional-chief-0

2. Regions hope to wield new powers with Lisbon Treaty

In short: Despite having been largely ignored by commentators, regions believe the new
Lisbon Treaty will empower them to become stronger players in EU decision-making, a
EurActiv round-up has found.

The Committee of the Regions (CoR) will hold a general assembly in Brussels today (10
February) to elect a new president and discuss how best to wield its new Lisbon Treaty
weapons. In the words of one official, the CoR can be more of a "policy pitbull," snapping at
the heels of the other EU institutions to ensure they respect the subsidiarity principle
enshrined in the Lison Treaty, according to which the Union does not take action "unless it is
more effective than action taken at national, regional or local level".

More on: http://www.euractiv.com/en/regional-policy/regions-hope-wield-new-
powers-lisbon-treaty

3. Commissioners mull joint innovation paper

In short:
The EU commissioners for innovation and industry are drawing up a new policy paper
to feed into a top-level debate on the direction of innovation strategy.

The document will be presented by Maire Geoghegan-Quinn, commissioner for research,
innovation and science, and Antonio Tajani, commissioner for industry and entrepreneurship,
on 3 March.
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It is likely to reflect much of the thinking that has gone into the European innovation action
plan — which Tajani's services have been working on — while incorporating the views of
Geoghegan-Quinn's research directorate.

The paper will bring a broad approach to solving innovation "bottlenecks" and is likely to tie
together a range of problems from research mobility to public procurement, according to
Geoghegan-Quinn.

More on: http://www.euractiv.com/en/enterprise-jobs/commissioners-mull-joint-
innovation-paper

4. EU shies away from sanctions in 'Europe 2020’ plan

In short:

EU President Herman Van Rompuy has proposed to reward European governments
with extra funding if they meet their commitments under the new 'Europe 2020
strategy, according to a paper seen by EurActiv. Member states will not be punished
for missing targets, but could be publicly chastised for failure to deliver.

The document, drafted by Van Rompuy's staff, was presented to European leaders this
morning (11 February) at the first informal EU summit to be chaired by the former Belgian
prime minister. National leaders endorsed the plan in Brussels but will have to flesh out the
detail by next month.

Van Rompuy wants governments to adhere to a limited number of guidelines on R&D
spending, participation rates in the labour markets, third-level education and poverty
reduction.

In return, member states could get funding and loans to support national efforts.

More on: http://www.euractiv.com/en/priorities/eu-shy-away-sanctions-europe-2020-
plan

5. Croatia's accession negotiations set to conclude this year

In short:

The European Parliament has given a positive overall verdict on last year's efforts by
Croatia and Macedonia to qualify for EU membership. In resolutions debated and
approved yesterday (10 February), MEPs also took note of the limited progress made
by Turkey in meeting EU membership criteria.

Croatia is expected to "co-operate fully" with the International Criminal Tribunal for the former
Yugoslavia (ICTY) and allow the Court access to documents requested for use in war-crime
trials, the resolution said.

Concerning Macedonia, MEPs backed the Greek government's suggestion of a "symbolic and
motivational target date of 2014" for the EU accession of Western Balkan countries, in a
resolution drafted by Slovenian Zoran Thaler (Socialists & Democrats) and adopted by 548
votes to 45, with 35 abstentions.

More on: http://www.euractiv.com/en/enlargement/croatias-accession-negotiations-set-
conclude-year
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6. 'Imperial’ Barroso urged to have 'vision' for second mandate

In short:

As José Manuel Barroso begins his second term as European Commission president,
he should keep in mind the Portuguese 'Carnation Revolution’, Tom Spencer, executive
director of the European Centre for Public Affairs, told EurActiv in an interview.

An "imperial" Barroso Il is emerging in a strong position to lead the EU executive, but he lacks
the "heroism" or visionary perspective of a predecessor like Jacques Delors, said Spencer, a
former Conservative MEP.

"This generation's leadership, whether in politics, public affairs or business, is less heroic than
the previous generation. But they face a more difficult global environment, where heroism,
bravery and creativity are absolutely needed given the global power shift," said Spencer.

More on: http://www.euractiv.com/en/future-eu/imperial-barroso-urged-have-vision-
second-mandate

7. Czechs accused of flouting EU 'anti-red tape' rules

In short:

The Czech Republic is defying Brussels' drive to cut red tape for small firms, according
to business associations who accuse Prague of systematically abandoning impact
assessments for new regulations. EurActiv.cz reports on how the Czechs risk
breaching the EU's Small Business Act.

Key industry leaders say the government is reneging on commitments to improve the
business environment by ensuring that new laws do not add to the burden on companies. The
matter is further clouded by the apparently contradictory positions of different arms of the
Czech government.

Regulatory Impact Assessment (RIA) has been a compulsory element of lawmaking in the
Czech Republic since 2007, ensuring that new economic, social and environmental rules are
in line with the "Think Small First' principle set out in the Small Business Act.

More on: http://www.euractiv.com/en/enterprise-jobs/czechs-accused-of-flouting-eu-
anti-red-tape-rules
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Il. Other

1. Forfas: Ireland’s Solid Enterprise Foundations and the Prioritisation of Actions for
Growth and Jobs will ensure our Recovery

In short:

Forfas, the national advisory body on enterprise and science, today commented that
while 2009 was an intensely challenging year for the enterprise sector and we have not
yet fully turned the corner to recovery, there are tentative signs of international
economic improvement which will help Ireland in its recovery. To move towards
recovery and growth we must focus on our significant strengths and the solid
enterprise foundations that have been built. We must also prioritise actions that will
ensure that our enterprise environment provides businesses in Ireland with the very
best opportunities to compete globally.

Jane Williams, Chief Executive, Forfas commented, "We will continue to face steep
challenges in 2010.

The underlying factors which have helped Ireland to attract some of the world's
leading companies and to build successful Irish businesses remain strong. These
companies provide a strong base upon which to build and innovate to develop the
next era of Irish enterprise. Ireland has an attractive fiscal and regulatory environment
in which to do business. We have a highly educated workforce and a significant pool
of skilled graduates. There have been significant infrastructural advances over the
past decade. However, there are opportunities which, if taken, could expedite our
economic recovery including:

* stabilisation internationally, with most of our key trading partners emerging from
recession;

* improvements in energy, labour and cost competitiveness;

* greater availability of skills;

* the relatively resilient performance of our exporting sector in difficult international
markets;

* decisive actions taken in Budget 2010 towards fiscal stability; and

* the acceptance of the Lisbon Treaty.

More on: http://www.forfas.ie/newsevents/news/title.5469.en.php




