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I. EU Competitiveness

1. Survey reveals lack of coordination in regional recovery plans

In short:

While almost all regional authorities introduced measures to combat the crisis-led
recession, there was little coordination, leading some to feel they were isolated, a
survey of EU regions and cities found in late 2009.

The survey, conducted by the Lisbon Monitoring Platform on behalf of the Committee of the
Regions (CoR), investigated how the European Economic Recovery Plan (EERP) is being
implemented on the ground, as perceived by the EU local and regional authorities.

More on:http://www.euractiv.com/en/regional-policy/survey-reveals-lack-coordination-
regional-recovery-plans/article-189011

2. Tajani banks on green growth for EU industry

In short:

The "green economy" will be at the heart of the EU's new industrial policy, according
to Antonio Tajani, who has been nominated to the position of European commissioner
for industry and entrepreneurship. Tajani will prioritise tourism, innovation and access
to finance for SMEs in a bid to kick-start growth.

Addressing MEPs at his confirmation hearing external in Strasbourg, Tajani said Europe will
emerge from this period of restructuring on a more sustainable industrial track fuelled by
innovation.

"The green economy is at the heart of the new industrial policy. Europe must become world
leaders in the field of eco-efficiency, eco-design, technologies, production processes,
products and innovation services," he said.

More on: http://www.euractiv.com/en/priorities/tajani-banks-green-growth-eu-industry/article-
189038

3. EU to export supervision rules to Balkans and Turkey

In short:

The European Commission and the European Central Bank (ECB) on 19 January 2010
agreed on a two-year programme of €2.65 million to boost macro- and micro-prudential
supervision in the Western Balkans and Turkey.

A hundred and fifty supervisors from countries waiting for accession to the EU are to receive
training on the bloc's existing and pending rules on financial supervision as a result of the
crisis, according to a statement from the ECB yesterday (19 January).

The beneficiaries of the funds will be the central banks and supervisory authorities in Croatia,
the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Montenegro,
Turkey, Serbia and Kosovo.
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More on: http://www.euractiv.com/en/financial-services/eu-export-supervision-rules-balkans-
turkey/article-189061

4. NGO calls on Barnier to reform EU financial expert groups

In short:

"The European Commission should reform the way it takes advice on financial matters
and it cannot do that without bringing about a deep change in its financial expert
groups," Yiorgos Vassalos, a researcher at the Corporate Europe Observatory (CEO),
told EurActiv Germany in an interview.

EU Commissioner-designate for the Internal Market Michel Barnier "gave a very encouraging
signal [...] during his approval hearing in the European Parliament," said Vassalos, who also
deals with expert groups on behalf of the Alliance for Lobbying Transparency and Ethics
Regulation (ALTER-EU), a transparency NGO.

More on: http://www.euractiv.com/en/financial-services/ngo-calls-barnier-reform-eu-financial-
expert-groups/article-189035

5. EU tells Greece to fix 'fraudulent' budget stats

In short:

European Union finance ministers piled pressure on Greece on 19 January 2010, to
repair its overstretched public finances and what a Swedish minister described as
fraudulent statistics. The Greek crisis brought the euro to a four-month low against the
dollar.

With financial markets fretting about Greece's ability to service one of Europe's biggest
sovereign debts, its government sought to reassure its EU partners and financial markets that
it has a workable plan to cut a soaring budget deficit.

More on: http://www.euractiv.com/en/euro/eu-tells-greece-fix-fraudulent-budget-stats/article-
189082

6.Spain to push for EU markets in energy, eCommerce

In short:

Spain will push for a common European market in energy and eCommerce during its
six-month EU presidency, Prime Minister José Luis Rodriguez Zapatero told the
European Parliament on 20 January, adding that the EU's '2020 Strategy' for economic
and social renewal would form the cornerstone of his tenure.

Presenting his country's EU presidency priorities in Strasbourg, Zapatero made a passionate
appeal for reducing the Union's energy dependence, which he said had increased by 9% in
the last decade.

These imports, which amounted to 67 billion euros per year, represented wasted monies that
the EU was "transferring to other countries," the Spanish premier warned.

More on: http://www.euractiv.com/en/priorities/spain-push-eu-markets-energy-
ecommerce/article-189109
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7. European growth and jobs in 2010

In short:

We have recently seen a stabilisation in European growth and employment, although
EU economies “remain fragile” said speakers at the EPC Policy Dialogue on 14
January 2010. The experts’ forecasts for 2010 were relatively gloomy in light of the
“numerous competing challenges” facing European economies. With little scope for
monetary policy and with fiscal policy “in a mess” the experts urged fiscal
consolidation to get government debt levels under control and restore market
confidence, calling it the “socially right thing to do”.

Fabian Zuleeg, EPC Chief Economist, said economic forecasts in 2008 had failed to take
governments’ and institutions’ policy responses into account. While the overall economic
situation has improved, there is a real possibility of a ‘double-dip’ recession, with further
deterioration of labour markets in 2010.

Although unemployment has been lower than forecast, government debt levels are worse,
and Europe could be “moving into a form of stagnation”. To return to pre-crisis conditions
governments must substantially reform their financial sector and reign in their deficits and
debts.

More on:
http://www.epc.eu/en/r.asp?TYP=ER&LV=293&see=y&t=2&PG=ER/EN/detail &I=&AI=967
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Il. Other

1. US aims to boost export-led jobs in SMEs

In short:

US Trade Representative Ron Kirk welcomed a new report on 19 January 2010, he said
showed the potential to create well-paying American jobs by encouraging more small
and medium-sized US companies to export, eyeing the EU model.

The US International Trade Commission, in the first of three reports Kirk has requested on the
subject, said that 97% of American companies that sell goods in foreign markets have fewer
than 500 employees.

Those 250,000 companies account for about 30% of total US goods exports and about half of
US economic growth outside the farm sector, the report said. "All of us here at USTR want
America's small- and medium-sized businesses to be able to export more around the world
and to hire more people here at home," Kirk said.

More on: http://www.euractiv.com/en/trade/us-aims-boost-export-led-jobs-smes/article-
189064

2. Forfas publication: Regional Competitiveness Agendas

In short:

Recent global and national developments mean that, more than ever, each region of
the country has a crucial role to play in returning Ireland’s economy to enterprise
driven growth. The delivery of dynamic, competitive regions that provide quality and
sustainable employment opportunities will involve not only the enterprise development
agencies, but also a wide range of stakeholders including local authorities, higher
education institutes and the business community at regional, local and national levels.

In this suite of 8 Regional Competitiveness Agendas (RCAs) and an Overview, Forfas
assesses how each region can strengthen its competitive environment in support of
enterprise. The RCAs propose specific actions to address barriers to development and focus
efforts on realising the potential of each region.

X Publication: Regional Competitiveness Agendas

More on: http://www.forfas.ie/publications/2010/title,5369.en.php




