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I. EU Competitiveness

1. Eurozone jobless rate jumps to 10%

In short:

Eurozone unemployment jumped to an 11-year high in November and is likely to rise
further this year, adding to the instability of an economic recovery now based on fickle
inventory rebuilding and exports.

The European Union's statistics office Eurostat said the number of people without jobs rose
by 102,000 in November to 15.712 million, or 10% of the workforce in the 16 countries using
the euro - the highest since August 1998."We think that the unemployment rate will continue
to rise until around the third quarter of this year before remaining at these higher levels
through 2011," said Nick Kounis, economist at Fortis Bank.

More on: http://www.euractiv.com/en/socialeurope/eurozone-jobless-rate-jumps-10/article-
188715

2. Germany, Spain divided over EU 2020 'sanctions'

In short:

German Economy Minister Rainer Briiderle reacted negatively against what he
described as plans by the Spanish EU Presidency to "sanction” member states who do
not comply with the European Union's growth objectives.

Bruderle said he generally supported the ambition of Spanish Prime Minister José Luis
Rodriguez Zapatero to coordinate in a more efficient way the economic policies of the EU's 27
member states, but warned against introducing additional bureaucracy.

His comments prompted the Spanish EU Presidency to respond quickly. Foreign Minister
Miguel Angel Moratinos said on Monday that Spain had not in fact officially proposed to make
sanctions part of its plans to replace the Lisbon Strategy for growth and jobs with a new 10-
year strategy, dubbed 'EU 2020'. The plans are likely to be discussed at the next EU summit,
to take place in Brussels on 11 February. The Spanish Presidency aims to get the strategy
adopted at a 17-18 June meeting of EU heads of state and government at the very latest.

More on: http://www.euractiv.com/en/priorities/germany-spain-divided-eu-2020-
sanctions/article-188747

3. Europe catches up on clean tech venture investment

In short:

Venture capital investment in clean technology continued strongly in 2009 despite the
financial crisis, with European investment declining by just 12% as opposed to 42% in
North America, according to market researchers Cleantech Group and Deloitte.

Last year's clean technology venture investments in Europe, North America, China and India
totalled $5.6 billion in 557 deals, a preliminary report compiled by the companies shows. They
expect the figures to increase by 5 to 10% once investors have announced all their activities
from the past year, making 2009 a record year for the sector in terms of the number of deals
struck. The economic decline took its toll on total venture investment, which was down 33%,
but cleantech investment suffered less than other sectors, declining only to 2007 levels.
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More on: http://www.euractiv.com/en/innovation/europe-catches-clean-tech-venture-
investment/article-188768

4. Oettinger defends European vision on energy 2010

In short:

Germany's Giinther Oettinger, who has been nominated for the European
Commission's energy portfolio, sought to prove his European credentials at his
confirmation hearing by outlining plans to enforce energy solidarity and spelling an
end to bilateral energy deals with suppliers such as Russia.

The commissioner-designate eased through the cross-fire at the European Parliament by
presenting a European vision of energy policy. In future, energy supply contracts signed by
individual member states with third countries would be replaced by European treaties, he
said.

More on: http://www.euractiv.com/en/priorities/oettinger-defends-european-vision-
energy/article-188911

5. EU plans SME help centres across the world

In short:

The EU executive is planning to open a string of new offices across the world to help
small businesses expand into new markets, but Brussels is wary of stepping on the
toes of national agencies and private organisations which already provide such
services, according to European Commission documents seen by EurActiv.

Millions of euro will be pumped into overseas advice centres to help European companies
grappling with the legal and cultural challenges of working in new markets. Funding has
already been provided for the establishment of offices in India and China, although the latter
has yet to open its doors due to wrangling over which organisation should run it.

More on: http://www.euractiv.com/en/enterprise-jobs/eu-plans-sme-help-centres-world/article-
188903

6. EU innovation chief to leverage structural funds for research

In short:

Europe's incoming innovation commissioner is pledging to tap the EU's structural
funds to build research infrastructure and capacity. Maire Geoghegan-Quinn also
revealed she would chair meetings of EU commissioners with responsibilities for
innovation as part of her new "cross-cutting" portfolio.

Geoghegan-Quinn, who will take up the role of European commissioner for research,
innovation and science if approved by MEPs, said she hoped to use €86bn of EU structural
funds to beef up the so-called knowledge economy.

Appearing at a hearing in the European Parliament, she indicated structural funds could help
countries in Central and Eastern Europe to close the gap on neighbours with better
established scientific infrastructure. This, she indicated, would be a long-term strategy rather
than a temporary effort to level the innovation playing field.

More on: http://www.euractiv.com/en/priorities/eu-innovation-chief-leverage-structural-funds-
research/article-188892
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7. The EU in 2010: What to expect from the Spanish EU Presidency

In short:

At the turn of the year, Spain took over the six-month rotating presidency of the EU
from Sweden. In this new briefing note, Open Europe outlines the main priorities for
the Spanish EU presidency, and takes a look ahead to key events and developments in
the EU in 2010.

The new Lisbon Treaty rules mean that the country holding the presidency is stripped of its
power to “represent” the EU because of the appointment of a permanent EU president and
foreign minister. However, Spanish ministers will chair most meetings of the Council of
Ministers, and as the first in the next “trio” of presidencies, Spain gets to lay out an agenda for
the EU for the first six months of the year.

More on: http://www.openeurope.org.uk/research/eu2010.pdf

8. Commissioner designate for Research, Innovation and Science promises 'action and
delivery' to MEPs

In short:

The European Commissioner designate for Research, Innovation and Science, Maire
Geoghegan-Quinn, pledged to move research, innovation and science 'to the heart of
European policy’ in her hearing at the European Parliament on 13 January. Speaking to
the European Parliament's committees on Industry, Research and Energy (ITRE) and
Culture and Education (CULT), the new Commissioner designate said that the
European Union must become an Innovation Union.

'Knowledge, research and scientific excellence is a cornerstone of innovation,' she stated. 'In
the new economy, refined knowledge will replace crude oil as the economy's prime motive
force.! During a confident performance, Mrs Geoghegan-Quinn said that if approved as
Commissioner, her policies would focus on three main areas: completing the creation of the
European Research Area (ERA), addressing societies' grand challenges, and creating an
innovation research culture.

In her opening speech, she also highlighted the importance of bringing more small and
medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) into the EU's research programmes, and leveraging
additional EU funds, such as the Structural Funds, for research.

More on:
http://cordis.europa.eu/fetch?CALLER=EN NEWS FP7&ACTION=D&DOC=1&CAT=NEWS&

QUERY=0126319d75e3:€611:12d9378b&RCN=31660

9. e-brief: Innovating Indicators for EU 2020

In short:

With reflection on the EU 2020 in full swing, Ann Mettler weighs into the debate with an
analysis about the political economy of indicators, as well as concrete
recommendations on targets for the EU’s new economic blueprint.

“Innovating Indicators: Choosing the Right Targets for EU 2020” is a unique reflection on how
to measure and evaluate societal progress and make the policy process more inclusive and
meaningful to a broader number of people.

To download paper, please click here.

More on: http://www.lisboncouncil.net/news-a-events/148-innovatingindicators.html
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10. EU 2020: Why Skills are Key for Europe's Future

In short:

As part of the Lisbon Council's contribution to the EU 2020 strategy, Paul Hofheinz,
president of the Lisbon Council, argues that this crucial agenda should prioritise skills
acquisition and the necessary accompanying investment in human capital. He maps
out a one-of-a-kind intellectual framework to evaluate skills policy and explains what
levers can be utilised to finally move from rhetoric to action.

To download full paper, please click here.

More on: http://www.lisboncouncil.net/news-a-events/147-skillseuropesfuture.html

11. Economists predicting jobless recovery

In short:

Europe may return to modest growth in 2010 but economists are warning that
unemployment will remain high amid fears that recovery will be painfully weak. At a
conference in Brussels on 14 January, analysts forecast another tough year ahead,
adding that the risk of a W-style or "double dip" recovery could not be ruled out.

The event, hosted by the European Policy Centre (EPC ), focused on growth and jobs but
economists made it clear that rising GDP would be no guarantee of improved employment
numbers.

More on: http://www.euractiv.com/en/enterprise-jobs/economists-predicting-jobless-
recovery/article-188958
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Il. Other

1. World Economic Forum Global Risks Report warns of Long Shadow of the Financial
Crisis

In short:

The World Economic Forum, on 14 January 2010, released Global Risks 2010, its
annual report on the most significant and underlying global risks facing the global
economy this year and beyond. The report argues that the events of the past year have
revealed a fundamental need to change thinking on global risks and how they are
managed.

With unprecedented levels of interconnectedness between all areas of risk, the report
stresses that the need to combat governance gaps globally is greater than ever. It argues that
this can only be addressed by an overhaul of current values and behaviours by decision-
makers to improve coordination and supervision.
To download entire publication, please click here.

More on: http://www.weforum.org/en/media/Latest%20Press%20Releases/PR _GRR2010

2. Forfas publication: Annual Competitiveness Report 2009, Volume Two: Ireland's
Competitiveness Challenge

In short:

The NCC publishes a two-volume Annual Competitiveness Report annually. Volume
Two, Ireland’s Competitiveness Challenge — Creating a Better Future focuses on the
national competitiveness issues of most importance to enable our main existing and
emerging exporting sectors to compete successfully and identifies the policy
recommendations required to address them.

Ireland’s Competitiveness Challenge builds on the data published in the Volume One
benchmarking study, along with the latest research from other sources to outline the main
challenges to the Irish economy.

X Publication: Annual Competitiveness Report 2009, Volume Two: Ireland's
Competitiveness Challenge

More on: http://www.forfas.ie/newsevents/news/title,5309.en.php




