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I. EU Competitiveness

1. SMEs look to environmental sector for green shoots

In short:

The promise of green jobs arising from eco-innovation and upgrading Europe's
building stock offers small firms some hope for economic recovery. EurActiv's media
network surveys the green economic landscape across Europe.

Around €40 billion is being injected into the European economy by the EU executive in a bid
to stimulate green job creation. Another €3.9 billion of the European economic recovery plan
has been ring-fenced for green R&D and infrastructure projects.

Adding in investments by national governments brings the total to around €90 billion.
However, critics say this is a fraction of the €150 billion invested by China and the funds have
yet to trickle down to SMEs.

The European Commission has published an eco-innovation brochure highlighting areas
where growth is envisaged, including tourism, recycling, hospitality and buildings. Three
quarters of the proposals for eco-innovation projects submitted to the Commission in 2008
came from SMEs.

More on: http://www.euractiv.com/en/enterprise-jobs/smes-look-environmental-sector-green-
shoots/article-187819

2. SMEs take centre stage in tough Irish budget

In short:

A new government agency will be established to ensure major Irish banks lend to small
firms, in an effort to reboot business activity. The move comes as part of a tough
budget, seen by observers as a step towards stabilising the Irish economy.

Irish Finance Minister Brian Lenihan said the public had made a "massive commitment" to the
banking sector, adding: "I am determined that there will be a return to the taxpayers in the
form of credit which supports healthy Irish businesses and jobs."

Ireland nationalised the Anglo-Irish Bank earlier this year and has pumped capital into two
major retail banks — Bank of Ireland and Allied Irish Banks — to shore up their balance sheets.
The government is also establishing a 'bad bank' to buy up property-backed loans from major
financial institutions in Ireland.

More on: http://www.euractiv.com/en/enterprise-jobs/smes-take-centre-stage-tough-irish-
budget/article-188226
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3. EU summit to call for ‘ambitious’ social plan

In short:

The European Union should equip itself with an "ambitious" social plan by spring 2010
in order to fight growing unemployment, EU leaders are expected to state at the
conclusion of a two-day summit which opens in Brussels today (10 December).

Leaders will confirm the worrying scenario depicted by forecasts from across Europe. "The
employment and social situation is expected to deteriorate further in 2010," the European
Council is set to reiterate.

According to European Trade Union Confederation (ETUC) estimates, there are already 25
million unemployed people in the EU and this number is set to grow further in 2010. The
European Commission has already forecast an EU unemployment rate of above 10% in 2010.

More on: http://www.euractiv.com/en/opinion/eu-summit-call-ambitious-social-plan/article-
188189

4. EU 2020: Why skills are key for Europe's future

In short:

"As longevity and access to education improve around the globe, Europe can no
longer count on a large lead in scientific know-how, education and innovation to give
us an automatic edge on the rest of the world," writes Paul Hofheinz, president of the
Lisbon Council, in a December paper.

Skills and human capital agenda — as proposed by President Barroso in his Political
Guidelines for the Next European Commission — are very important. Put simply, we need a
pro-active, high-profile agenda that answers the social and economic challenges we face in
clear and clearly-definable terms.

Education at a Glance 2009, the OECD's flagship publication on education systems in the
world's most-developed countries, was released in September 2009, and is a veritable gold
mine of interesting research on the link between educational attainment and prosperity. And
the findings are very clear: investment in education pays — always — both for the individual
and for society at large.

More on: http://www.euractiv.com/en/opinion/eu-2020-skills-key-europe-future/article-188083
More on: http://www.lisboncouncil.net/news-a-events/147-skillseuropesfuture.html

5. Experts urge radical shake-up of EU innovation policy

In short:

Five panels of experts have issued a joint policy paper demanding major changes to
Europe's innovation policy just weeks before the EU's first commissioner for research
and innovation is due to take office.

Members of five advisory groups are urging the EU to "radically improve" long-term planning
as part of a major rethink of the way it organises research and innovation. At a seminar in the
European Parliament, hosted by Science|Business, experts highlighted five key areas where
there is consensus on how to overhaul R&D infrastructure.

"The world has changed. Markets are global. Science is an increasingly competitive
endeavour. Innovation is becoming the most important engine of growth and jobs in an
emerging knowledge-based economy. But in the European Union, many policies governing
research, development and innovation need radical improvement," the groups said in a
common statement.
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More on: http://www.euractiv.com/en/innovation/experts-urge-radical-shake-eu-innovation-
policy/article-188130

6. Towards a global life-cycle economy?

In short:

Assessing the environmental impact of products throughout their whole lifecycle -
from raw material extraction to transport, consumption and final disposal - is being
touted as the new mantra in environmental policymaking and sustainable business
decision-making.

Life-Cycle Assessment (LCA) is an international-standard methodology (ISO 14040:2006 )
that "helps to quantify the environmental pressures related to goods and services (products),
the environmental benefits, the trade-offs and areas for achieving improvements taking into
account the full life-cycle of the product".

More on: http://www.euractiv.com/en/sustainability/global-life-cycle-economy/article-187768

7. What do citizens want? Well-being measurement and European social policymaking

In short:

"The gaps in the information which is already available are not a good enough reason
for Europe to drag its feet in refocusing policy to ensure that the EU has a sustainable
economic and social model capable of meeting the challenges it will face in the future,”
write Sotiria Theodoropoulou and Fabian Zuleeg, policy analysts at the European
Policy Centre, in a December paper.

"Social policy in the EU is at a crossroads as the European economic and social model
comes under pressure from globalisation, demographic ageing, the rise of the service
economy and climate change. Europe's social agenda is currently being revised to address
these challenges and the debate is underway on the follow-up to the Lisbon Strategy.

Surveys suggest that EU citizens do not expect their living conditions to improve in the future.
This raises the question of what direction social policies should move in to increase their life
satisfaction and well-being.

More on: http://www.epc.eu/TEWN/pdf/957145041 EPC%20Issue%20Paper%2059%20-
%20W hat%20d0%20citizens%20want.pdf

More on: http://www.euractiv.com/en/sustainability/citizens-want-measurement-european-
social-policymaking/article-188225
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Il. Other

1. Forfas publication: Driving Export Growth: Statement on Sectoral Competitiveness

In short:

Generating export-led growth is the only sustainable strategy to secure long term
growth and prosperity. The NCC has undertaken this study to identify the key sector
specific competitiveness issues facing Ireland’s main existing and emerging export
sectors in the short to medium term and the policy actions required. The sectors
included in the study are Food and Drink, Chemicals and Pharmaceuticals, ICT
Manufacturing and Services, International Financial Services, Tourism, Environmental
Goods and Services and Other Internationally Traded Services.

X Publication: Driving Export Growth: Statement on Sectoral Competitiveness

More on: http://www.forfas.ie/publications/2009/title,5095.en.php

2. Research strengths in Ireland: A bibliometric study of the public research base

In short:

Forfas in conjunction with the Higher Education Authority (HEA) commissioned a
Bibliometric study of the Irish Public Research Base. This is one component of a larger
study which seeks to optimise the alignment between the publicly funded research and
the enterprise base for economic benefit. The Bibliometric Study was carried out by
Evidence Ltd, a wholly owned subsidiary of Thomson Reuters. The overall objective of
the Bibliometric study was to profile research activity and areas of existing and
emerging research strengths across the public research base. The study focused on a
ten-year period (1998-2007) and the research disciplines were mapped with reference
to discipline categories linked to the OECD Fields of Science (FoS) Classification. The
analyses and the report are based solely on publication and citation data.

More on: http://www.forfas.ie/publications/2009/title,5126,en.php




