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I. EU Competitiveness 
 

1. Lisbon to make EU 'real entity on global stage' 
 
In short:  
Entry into force of the Lisbon Treaty should helps the European Union to become "a 
real entity on the global stage," Elaine Cruikshanks, CEO of the Brussels arm of public 
affairs firm Hill & Knowlton, told EurActiv in an interview. 
 
The PA boss said "we can hopefully expect a more streamlined and more active European 
foreign policy" under Lisbon, the entry into force of which sees permanent EU President 
Herman van Rompuy and High Representative for Foreign Affairs Catherine Ashton assume 
their new posts.  
 
"One third-country ambassador indicated [to me] that he is looking forward to more continuity 
and consistency from the EU as a result of the innovation of a Council president," 
Cruikshanks said. Ashton's position is a "novelty" in that she is a vice-president of the 
European Commission and chairs meetings of EU foreign ministers, she explains. 
 
More on: http://www.euractiv.com/en/pa/lisbon-eu-real-entity-global-stage/article-187829 
 

2. Barroso names Europe's first innovation commissioner 
 
In short:  
Ireland's Máire Geoghegan Quinn has been handed the newly-created innovation 
portfolio at the EU executive. 
 
The job is an expanded version of the old science & research post, and comes just months 
before the first European Innovation Act is due to be published. The creation of an innovation 
commissioner has been well flagged, with European Commission President José Manuel 
Barroso having repeatedly pledged to streamline innovation policy (EurActiv 24/09/09).  
 
Ann Mettler, executive director of the Lisbon Council, a Brussels-based think-tank, said the 
new role did not come as a surprise and would be "a cross-cutting" portfolio that works across 
several departments. "It's important that the new commissioner embodies innovation within 
the Commission and challenges the conventional wisdom," she said. 
 
More on: http://www.euractiv.com/en/innovation/barroso-names-europe-innovation-
commissioner/article-187787# 
 

3. Europe's growth out of recession confirmed 
 
In short:  
Europe crawled out of recession in the third quarter with the 16-nation eurozone 
posting 0.4 percent growth, official data confirmed on 3 December. While keeping with 
its initial GDP estimate for the eurozone, the EU's Eurostat data agency tweaked 
upwards the official growth rate for the 27-nation EU as a whole to 0.3 percent from an 
earlier estimate of 0.2 percent.  
 
While the world's biggest trading bloc thus joined Japan and the United States in returning to 
growth, the situation remained fragile."We suspect that the eurozone's recovery could well 
lose momentum for a time in 2010 before growth starts to gradually pick up again," cautioned 
Howard Archer, chief economist for the IHS Global Insight forecasting group. 
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"This loss of momentum is expected to be the consequence of the withdrawal of some 
stimulus measures, including car scrappage schemes and employment support measures," 
he explained, estimating that eurozone GDP growth will be limited to around 1.0 percent next 
year. 
 
More on: http://www.eubusiness.com/news-eu/eurozone-economy.1ry 
 

4. European companies’ expectations for the 3-4 December Competitiveness Council 
 
In short:  
In a letter to Competitiveness Council Chair Maud Olofsson, BUSINESSEUROPE 
Director General Philippe de Buck urges the Competitiveness Council on 3-4 December 
to adopt the Commission proposal on the European private company statute and reach 
a political agreement on a Community patent.  
 
With regard to the Council’s contribution to the post-2010 Lisbon agenda, 
BUSINESSEUROPE recalled the importance of an integrated industrial policy and revitalising 
the single market. The Council was also urged to adopt an ambitious agenda for research and 
better regulation. 
 
More on: http://www.businesseurope.eu/Content/Default.asp?PageID=524&articleid=975 
 

5. For better governance in EU innovation policy 
 
In short:  
At the INNOViews workshop, organised on 27 November 2009 with the support of DG 
ENTR and the German Land of Baden-Württemberg, and with the support of the 
relevant Commission Directorates-General, EIB and some Member States, Daniel 
Cloquet gave an overview of BUSINESSEUROPE’s expectations regarding creation of a 
more innovation-friendly environment in Europe and how best to develop regional/ 
national/ European public initiatives supporting activities within such an environment. 
 
More on: http://www.businesseurope.eu/Content/Default.asp?PageID=524&articleid=983 
 

6. Croatia accession treaty 'to be drafted soon' 
 
In short:  
Croatia's chief negotiator on EU membership, Vladimir Drobnjak, told EurActiv he 
hopes that conditions are met to create a working group in the Council to draw up an 
accession treaty.  
 
"Three negotiation chapters have been provisionally closed today," announced Vladimir 
Drobnjak, Croatia's chief negotiator, after the eighth meeting of the Croatia accession 
conference at deputy level. 
 
The three chapters closed are financial services (chapter 9), energy (chapter 15) and 
consumer and health protection (chapter 28). "It raises the number of provisionally closed 
policy chapters to 15," said Drobnjak.The chief negotiator expects another intergovernmental 
conference in December. "We hope to open chapter 13 on fisheries, chapter 27 on 
environment and chapter 31 on common foreign, security and defence policy," he said, three 
key chapters that had been blocked by Slovenia. A recent vote in the Slovenian parliament re-
launched the negotiation process (EurActiv 30/09/09). 
 
More on: http://www.euractiv.com/en/enlargement/croatia-accession-treaty-drafted-
soon/article-187788 
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7. Bulgaria to boost energy efficiency, renewables 
 
In short:  
Bulgaria plans to boost its power efficiency and support green energy to fight climate 
change and achieve European Union environment targets, Economy and Energy 
Minister Traicho Traikov said on 23 November. 
 
The centre-right government, which took office in July, was working to set up an energy 
bourse and make gas and electricity system operators independent to open the power market 
to newcomers and cut prices for energy consumers.  
 
"To decrease the greenhouse gases, we need to consume less and cleaner energy," 
Economy and Energy Minister Traicho Traikov told an economic forum, presenting the key 
lines of Bulgaria's energy strategy until 2020. "The three steps - the transparent development 
of the electricity and gas networks, the [establishment] of an energy bourse and the 
separation of the operators can be carried out during our mandate," he told an economic 
forum. 
 
More on: http://www.euractiv.com/en/energy-efficiency/bulgaria-boost-energy-efficiency-
renewables/article-187586 
 

8. Job losses will continue to rise into 2010, says EU report 
 
In short:  
Europeans will continue to lose jobs well into 2010 as governments wind down 
temporary measures put in place to stave off unemployment, according to a report by 
Eurofound. 
 
Although unemployment has soared since the financial crisis gripped Europe in 2008, 
thousands more jobs would have been lost had governments not stepped in to support short-
time working schemes and training initiatives.  
 
In its report on industrial restructuring published on 4 November, Eurofound says experience 
of previous recessions suggests the labour market "will continue to deteriorate well into 
2010". The large number of temporary measures put in place to artificially prop up the jobs 
market will be removed in the coming months as major economies emerge from recession. 
 
More on: http://www.euractiv.com/en/enterprise-jobs/job-losses-continue-rise-2010-eu-
report/article-187006 
 

9. Crisis may boost 'Social Europe', not treaty 
 
In short:  
Amid growing unemployment and increasing inequality in Europe, the new social 
provisions in the Lisbon Treaty will not immediately correct social imbalances, 
according to experts. But the crisis might trigger the right kind of social innovation and 
reform the market economy, they say.  
 
"Despite small improvements in the social field, the treaty will not change much, unless the 
new social provisions are interpreted in a dynamic way," said Philippe Pochet, director-
general of the European Trade Union Institute (ETUI).  
 
The Lisbon Treaty does not give the European Union any fundamentally new competences in 
the social field, but it arguably consolidates existing ones.  
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Experts underline, however, that even the Charter of Fundamental Rights, which now has the 
same legal status as the EU Treaties, will not automatically boost social justice. "It will depend 
very much on how the Court of Justice will interpret the text," said Pochet. 
 
More on: http://www.euractiv.com/en/socialeurope/crisis-may-boost-social-europe-
treaty/article-187981 
 

10. Microsoft warns of growing ICT skills gap 
 
In short:  
Millions of Europeans face being locked out of the jobs market in five years time due to 
their lack of ICT knowledge, according to a new report which claims 90% of jobs will 
require computer skills.  
 
The vast majority of vacancies across almost all sectors will demand computer literacy as a 
minimum requirement by 2015, sparking fears that those who lose their jobs during the 
current recession will become permanently unemployable.  
 
The study of 13 European countries published yesterday (1 December), sponsored by 
Microsoft and carried out by research firm IDC, found that 58% of employers believe the 
education sector is not doing enough to prepare young for the modern workplace.  
 
Training for advanced ICT skills will grow significantly over the next three to five years, 
according to the report, which highlights the importance of certification for ICT professionals. 
 
More on: http://www.euractiv.com/en/enterprise-jobs/microsoft-warns-growing-ict-skills-
gap/article-187884 
 

11. The Power to Innovate 
 
In short:  
Faced with unprecedented energy challenges, the European Union is committed to its 
"3 times 20 target" – 20 per cent less greenhouse gases, 20 per cent better energy 
efficiency, and a 20 per cent share of renewables - to build a secure and cleaner energy 
future. 
 
Intelligent Energy - Europe comes in support of these objectives by tackling the "softer" 
factors: removing market barriers, changing behaviour, creating a more favourable business 
environment for growing energy efficiency and renewables markets, and making EU energy 
policies better understood in Europe's communities and regions. 
 
More on: http://ec.europa.eu/eaci/iee_en.htm 
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II. Other 
 

1. Forfás publication: Sustaining Investment in Research and Development 
 
In short:  
Ireland’s research and innovation strategies need to be continuously assessed and 
fine-tuned. As an input to current deliberations on research and innovation policy, the 
Council highlights in this statement a number of areas that should receive the 
immediate attention of Government in order to maximise the impact of public 
investment in R&D. 
 

�x Pulication: Sustaining Investment in Research and Development 
 
More on: http://www.forfas.ie/newsevents/news/title,5086,en.php 
 

2. IPTS Working Papers on Corporate R&D and Innovation 
 
In short:  
The IPTS Working Papers on Corporate R&D and Innovation shed light on economic 
and policy questions related to industrial research and innovation and their 
contribution to the European competitiveness. 
 
Mainly addressed to policy analysts and the academic community, these are scientific papers 
(policy relevant, highlighting possible policy implications) and early-stage scientific 
publications. The working papers are meant to communicate to a broad audience the 
preliminary research findings, to generate discussion and to attract critical comments for 
further improvements. The working papers are considered works in progress and are subject 
to revision. 
 
These IPTS Working Papers are issued by the JRC-IPTS IRI Action and, where specified, 
also in the context of the Industrial Research Monitoring and Analysis (IRMA) activities carried 
out together with the Directorate General Research - Directorate C of the European 
Commission. 
 
More on: http://iri.jrc.ec.europa.eu/papers.htm 
 


