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I. EU Competitiveness

1. Competitiveness clusters

In short:

The European Union is seeking to promote clusters of large companies, SMEs,
researchers, and other economic actors to help foster innovation, bring together a
critical mass of commercial and R&D expertise and get maximum value from
investment.

Europe invests billions of euros in knowledge-based industries, but there is concern that links
between industry and research are weak, and that market fragmentation is causing
investment to leak out of the research infrastructure. At present, there are the 2,000 or so
European competitiveness clusters in existence, but the European Commission wants to
transform these into world-class innovation centres.

The EU executive defines a 'cluster’ as "a group of firms, related economic actors and
institutions that are located near each other and have reached a sufficient scale to develop
specialised expertise, services, resources, suppliers and skills".

More on: http://www.euractiv.com/en/innovation/competitiveness-clusters/article-182167

2. US 'reaping benefits' of EU education spending

In short:

Europe is failing to capitalise on its investment in education and science because
bright young researchers still see the US as the best place to further their career,
according to Czech scientist Blanka Rihova, Ambassador of 2009 European Year of
Creativity and Innovation.

In an interview with EurActiv Czech Republic, Rihovéa said Europe needs to reward teachers
and scientists better and must boost research spending if it is to keep its top talent. She said
European countries have a “strange inability” to take advantage of educated and creative
young people — a problem that continues to benefit transatlantic competitors.

“Europe educates good university students and PhD students. These students study how to
work in science, they are in close contact with new ideas and also with modern ways of
solving scientific problems. It costs a lot of money but when we need to take advantage of
these people, Europe starts to economise,” she said.

More on: http://www.euractiv.com/en/innovation/us-reaping-benefits-eu-education-
spending/article-187199

3. Croatia to get €3.5 billion if it joins EU in 2012

In short:

The European Commission has proposed setting aside €3.5 billion of regional,
agriculture and administrative aid for Croatia's first two years of EU membership,
provided the country manages to join the bloc in 2012. The earmarked sum still needs
the approval of the 27 member states.

The commission proposal starts with the 'working hypothesis' that the former Yogoslav
country will join the EU in "January 2012", based on the "overall progress" achieved so far in
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accession negotiations. Similar proposals were adopted in the pre-accession phase of the
other 12 countries which joined in 2004 and 2007. The document only refers to 2012 and
2013, the last two years of the current seven-year EU budget. From 2014 onwards, Croatia
will be part of the next multi-annual financial framework.

During these two years, the bulk of the money - €2.3 billion in so-called structural funds —
would go to local and regional projects in infrastructure and small and medium enterprises.
Croatian farmers would receive some €680 million, while programmes involving the country's
judiciary and police would get €170 million.

More on: http://euocbserver.com/9/28978/?rk=1

4. Restructuring and the crisis: Enabling change is a must for Europe’s success

In short:

On 12 November 2009, Philippe de Buck, BUSINESSEUROPE’s Director General,
participated in the Commission Forum on “restructuring and the crisis”. Mr de Buck
stressed that restructuring is a precondition for European companies to remain
competitive.

During the crisis, social dialogue has been instrumental to manage company restructuring,
while taking into account its social consequences. Through their joint project on restructuring,
European social partners are closely monitoring restructuring practices in the EU. The
outcomes of this project will be presented at a conference that will be held at the beginning of
2010.

More on: http://www.businesseurope.eu/Content/Default.asp?PagelD=524&articleid=934

5. EU green revolution 'must include low earners'

In short:

The drive to 'green’ the EU economy will only succeed if it provides real solutions for
low income households and works towards a "renewed sense of shared prosperity,”
European Economic and Social Committee President Mario Sepi told EurActiv in an
interview.

Sepi, a former trade union leader in Italy, believes "particular solutions must be devised for
people with low incomes," specifying certain targeted direct benefits, such as climate
vouchers for the purchase of solar-energy equipment and public transport season tickets.

In order for the "green revolution" to succeed, the EU will need to adopt a bottom-up as well a
top-down approach, claims the EESC boss, notably through "enhancing cooperation with civil
society and local authorities" in order to work with the industrial sectors concerned to
establish specific targets and timeframes.

More on: http://www.euractiv.com/en/climate-change/eu-green-revolution-include-low-
earners/article-187099

6. EU innovation ‘manifesto’ turns spotlight on funding and skills

In short:

The "scale and ambition” of the European Union's structural funds for regional
development should be expanded to strengthen investment in research and
knowledge, according to an expert report published on 12 November by the EU.
European Commission President Jose Manuel Barroso said the document would feed
into the ongoing discussion on the shape of Europe's innovation policy.
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The Manifesto for Creativity and Innovation, sponsored by the EU executive, calls for
investment in upgrading skills for unemployed workers using private and public funds.

The document, drawn up by a group of 27 Ambassadors for Innovation and Creativity,
emphasises the need for cultivating imagination and creativity if Europe is to innovate its way
out of the economic stalemate. It proposes a range of policies which it says can be the basis
for delivering a fairer and greener society.

More on: http://www.euractiv.com/en/innovation/eu-innovation-manifesto-turns-spotlight-
funding-skills/article-187215#

7. EIT chief launches funding plea for innovation projects

In short:

The new European Institute for Innovation and Technology (EIT) is working to attract
private funds to ensure its flagship research consortia are sustainable EIT Director,
Gérard de Nazelle has told EurActiv Hungary in an interview.

However, de Nazelle stressed that the EIT’s role is to provide seed funding for research
groups — known as Knowledge Innovation Communities (KICs). He said it was more important
to look at how money is used rather than focus on the level of funding available.

The institute, which now expects to be fully operational in Budapest by April 2010, is designed
to foster partnerships between business and academia, and should create new business for
large companies, SMEs and start-ups. It launched its first call for KICs in April and will initially
focus on bringing together innovators in the fields of climate change, energy efficiency and
information society (EurActiv 3/4/09).

More on: http://www.euractiv.com/en/innovation/eit-chief-launches-funding-plea-innovation-
projects/article-187216
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Il. Other

1. Technology Leadership and Strategy Initiative holds second dialogue

In short:

On 9 November, the Council on Competitiveness' Technology Leadership and Strategy
Initiative (TLSI) hosted the second in a series of high-level dialogues centered on the
technology sector's role in U.S. competitiveness.

The discussion was led by the initiative co-chairs, Ray Johnson, Senior Vice President and
Chief Technology Officer at Lockheed Martin Corporation and Mark Little, Senior Vice
President and Director of Global Research for the General Electric Company.

The panel of participants, comprised of corporate chief technology officers, leaders in
academia and government officials, highlighted the need for affordable innovation that allows
Americans to collaborate, manage risk, and engage the most important technology frontiers.

More on: http://www.compete.org/news/entry/1264/technology-leadership-initiative-holds-
second-dialogue/

2. US Competitiveness Council publication - “Energy Is Everything.”

In short:

A summary view of the Council on Competitiveness’ Drive publication published in
October 2009. A summary view of the Council on Competitiveness’ Drive publication,
presented at the National Energy Summit and International Dialogue on September 23,
2009.

To download full publication, please click here.

More on: http://www.compete.org/publications/detail/1255/energy-is-everything/




