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I. EU Competitiveness 
 

1. SMEs need 'strong commissioner' for enterprise 
 
In short:  
Europe's new enterprise commissioner will need a "strong personality" to fight for 
small business, according to Christophe Leitl, honorary president of Eurochambres, 
who warned that SMEs should not be left behind when the financial crisis is over. 
 
Leitl said SMEs continue to be worst hit by the banking crisis that began more than a year 
ago, as businesses face ongoing difficulty accessing credit. He praised the achievements of 
the EU executive's current enterprise chief Günter Verheugen and said the Small Business 
Act published in June 2008 has the potential to breed major changes for entrepreneurs.  
 
The honorary president of Eurochambres, which represents EU chambers of commerce, said 
the next European Commission's priorities should be the development of the Lisbon Strategy 
for Growth and Jobs, the creation of an enterprise-friendly environment and the completion of 
the single market. He said the next five years should also bring a significant reduction in red 
tape and an overhaul of how financial markets are regulated. 
 
More on: http://www.euractiv.com/en/enterprise-jobs/smes-need-strong-commissioner-
enterprise/article-185883 
 

2. EIB grants first loan to economic recovery energy project 
 
In short:  
The European Investment Bank (EIB) on 28 September inked a loan of 300 million 
euros to lay an electricity cable between Ireland and Wales. 
 
The 256-kilometre East-West Interconnector is one of the priority energy projects identified for 
EU support under the European economic recovery plan. The Ireland-UK interconnector is to 
receive €110 million out of the total €3.98 billion that was allocated to interconnections, 
offshore wind and carbon capture and storage (CCS) under the plan. 
 
The cable connecting the Irish electricity grid with the rest of Europe will help secure Ireland's 
energy supply and facilitate competition, according to an EIB statement. The bank added that 
it will promote the development of renewable energy by enabling the import and export of 
excess wind power. 
 
More on: http://www.euractiv.com/en/energy/eib-grants-loan-economic-recovery-energy-
project/article-185833 
 

3. ICT Competitiveness 
 
In short:  
A significant part of future goods and services are as yet unknown, but the main 
driving force behind their development will be Key Enabling Technologies (KETs), 
such as nanotechnology, micro- and nanoelectronics including semiconductors, 
advanced materials, biotechnology and photonics. Mastering these technologies 
means being at the forefront of managing the shift towards low carbon, knowledge-
based economy. 
 
Key Enabling Technologies are of systemic relevance as they enable the development of new 
goods and services and the restructuring of industrial processes needed to modernise EU 
industry and secure the research, development and innovation base in Europe. 
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The Commission in its Communication “Preparing for our future: Developing a common 
strategy for key enabling technologies in the EU” (COM(2009)512/3 (preliminary version)) 
tries to identify the KETs that strengthen the EU’s industrial and innovation capacity to 
address the societal challenges ahead and proposes a set of measures to improve the related 
framework conditions. A set of short measures is proposed to address current difficulties. In 
addition the Communication foresees setting up a high-level expert group tasked with 
developing a shared longer term strategy and action plan on the identified KETs. As such, it 
forms part of the development of EU industrial policy and of the preparation for the new 
European plan for innovation. 
 
More on: http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/sectors/ict/competitiveness/index_en.htm 
 

4. EU R&D funding agency overwhelmed with applications 
 
In short:  
Four out of five small firms applying for European research funding are turned down, 
but participation rates are on the rise, Graham Stroud, director of the newly-
established Research Executive Agency, told EurActiv in an interview.  
 
The head of the new agency said most proposals cannot be supported but more private 
companies are now availing of grants from the EU's framework programmes for research.  
 
Stroud heads up the new autonomous body charged with running Europe's big-budget R&D 
funding schemes. The Research Executive Agency will have 558 by 2013, making it the EU's 
biggest executive agency. With a budget expected to reach around €1.6 billion, academics 
and entrepreneurs are watching its development with interest. 
 
More on: http://www.euractiv.com/en/science/eu-rd-funding-agency-overwhelmed-
applications/article-185982 
 

5. BUSINESSEUROPE presents key drivers to exit the crisis 
 
In short:  
On 29 September, Philippe de Buck participated in a panel discussion on the key 
drivers to exit the current crisis at the EUROFI Financial Forum in Göteborg. He 
expressed the view that the recovery is still fragile and access to finance remains a 
major concern.  
 
He emphasised that financial stability and growth can and should be achieved together. 
Based on the joint report with the main European financial associations, he outlined how to 
exit the crisis through adapting supervision to the reality of integrated financial markets, 
improving the use of capital buffers and coordinating strategies to unwind public interventions 
in the financial sector. 
 
More on: http://www.businesseurope.eu/Content/Default.asp?PageID=524&articleid=855 
 

6. Improving EU-China relations: revised position paper sets out business priorities 
 
In short:  
European companies are still facing a large number of challenges in doing their 
business in China, despite some improvements over the last years. The revised 
BUSINESSEUROPE position paper on EU-China relations, which was made public 
during a recent high-level event on EU-China relations with EU Trade Commissioner 
Catherine Ashton, lays out several key areas for European business where EU and 
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Chinese authorities have to act together in order to achieve real improvements for 
business.  
 
These relate to better market access and investment conditions, compliance with international 
responsibilities and commitments, protection of intellectual property rights, macroeconomic 
imbalances, climate change and access to raw materials. 
 
More on: http://www.businesseurope.eu/Content/Default.asp?PageID=524&articleid=849 
 

7. Intrapreneurship: young professionals starting innovation 
 
In short:  
On 29 September in a Eurocadres conference on “intrapreneurship”, Erik Sonntag, 
BUSINESSEUROPE adviser for entrepreneurship and SMEs, emphasised the 
usefulness of encouraging companies to apply the concept of employee-driven 
innovation where appropriate and feasible.  
 
This will not only help to boost productivity growth but also allow Europe to maintain its 
position as the world’s largest exporter especially in high value-added products in the future. 
But at the same time, policy-makers must continue to improve the business environment and 
ensure that above all, levels of secondary and university education, lifelong learning schemes 
and labour market conditions are supportive of intrapreneurship initiatives. 
 
More on: http://www.businesseurope.eu/Content/Default.asp?PageID=524&articleid=846 
 
 


