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I. EU Competitiveness 
 

1. Business leaders see EU recession drawing to a close 
 
In short:  
Europe's fiscal and monetary stimulus plans have paid off, according to EU employers' 
association BusinessEurope, which forecasts a stabilisation in economic activity but 
warns that conditions for sustained growth are still not within reach. 
 
New figures published by BusinessEurope on 7 September predict a stabilisation of economic 
activity until the end of the year with a slight upturn predicted in 2010. But the recession's bite 
will have long-lasting consequences mainly for investment, employment and public finances, 
the group warned in its autumn economic forecast.  
 
Europe's GDP will shrink by 3.9% this year and increase moderately by 0.7% in 2010, 
according to the data released on Monday. Spain and Belgium are the only two countries in 
the report whose GDP is expected to decline in 2010. This outlook is still a less brutal 
contraction than the 4.1% drop forecast by the Organisation for Economic Cooperation and 
Development in June though the organisations' latest figures also show a slight upturn in the 
euro area and an earlier recovery than predicted. 
 
More on: http://www.euractiv.com/en/enterprise-jobs/business-leaders-see-eu-recession-
drawing-close/article-185199 
 

2. World Bank 'positive' on EU business outlook 
 
In short:  
Despite the economic downturn, European governments last year continued to 
implement reforms that make it easier to set up small businesses, according to a new 
benchmarking report published on 10 Semptember by the World Bank. EurActiv spoke 
to World Bank adviser Neil Gregory, who supervised the study. 
 
In 2008-2009, more governments implemented regulatory reforms aimed at making it easier 
to do business than in any year since 2004, according to the report, entitled 'Doing Business 
2010: Reforming through difficult times'. 
 
"We see a lot of momentum behind the reforms, and each year we do this we see a lot more 
reforms than in previous years," said Gregory, who supervised the study, published on 10 
September. 
 
"We expect to see these reforms having an impact, with more jobs being created, more firms 
being created and the cost of doing business going down," Gregory said, adding that his 
outlook for Europe in 2010 was "positive". 
 
More on: http://www.euractiv.com/en/enterprise-jobs/world-bank-positive-eu-business-
outlook/article-185278# 
 

3. BUSINESSEUROPE and Jörgen Holmquist discuss future EU single market priorities 
 
In short:  
A delegation headed by Philippe de Buck met Jörgen Holmquist, Director General of 
the Commission’s DG Internal Market and Services, and several of his Directors. In the 
current times of economic crisis, Mr de Buck stressed that a strong EU single market 
is key to the recovery and to creating the conditions for more growth and jobs.  
 



 
Competitiveness Digest No.140 

3 
 

 

Future policies should seek to unlock Europe’s growth potential focusing on more investment 
in research, development and innovation, implementation of the better regulation agenda and 
further integration and better functioning of the single market. Participants also reviewed 
ongoing proposals such as the services directive, company law and accounting, public 
procurement, transport or intellectual property rights. Finally, the importance of better 
enforcement and awareness of single market legislation, especially at national level, was 
underscored. 
 
More on: http://www.businesseurope.eu/Content/Default.asp?PageID=524&articleid=812 
 

4. President Thumann sets out priorities for the EU as a global power 
 
In short:  
On 1 September, President Thumann participated in the Alpbach Economic 
Symposium 2009 “Europe as a global power?” co-organised by BUSINESSEUROPE’s 
Austrian member Industriellen Vereinigung. He emphasised that the new world 
economic order resulting from the rise of emerging markets – in particular the BRIC 
countries – creates important challenges and opportunities for the European economy.  
 
To secure Europe’s leading position in a multipolar global economy it is crucial to develop EU 
policies that are conducive to global competitiveness. Top priority should be given to creating 
synergies between innovation, skills and entrepreneurship, putting in place modern 
employment and social policies, developing a truly integrated European policy approach to 
address the challenges of industrial development, energy security and environmental 
protection in an effective way, and ensuring that global markets remain open to European 
trade and investment.    
 
More on: http://www.businesseurope.eu/Content/Default.asp?PageID=524&articleid=821 
 

5. Business, Government and Civil Society leaders look to relaunch growth 
 
In short:  
The challenge of relaunching growth has brought global business heads together with 
government, civil society and technology leaders at the Annual Meeting of the New 
Champions 2009. 
 
“What a great platform the World Economic Forum is that you get everyone in one room and 
have a frank and honest debate and that is an inspiration for all of us,” said Ben J. 
Verwaayen, Chief Executive Officer, Alcatel-Lucent, France; Mentor of the Annual Meeting of 
the New Champions, on the opening day of the Meeting. 
 
The 1,300 leaders from 86 countries are focusing on future innovations to stimulate a 
recovery that is sustainable. To do this, the Meeting has brought together different groups that 
represent the future, including Young Global Leaders, Technology Pioneers, Young Scientists 
and heads of Global Growth Companies that represent fast-growing firms. They are working 
with CEOs of established global corporations, some of which are mentors to these emerging 
leaders.  
 
More on: 
http://www.weforum.org/en/media/Latest%20Press%20Releases/PR_AMNC09_mentor1 
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II. Other 
 

1. Switzerland replaces United States at top of competitiveness rankings 
 
In short:  
Switzerland tops the overall ranking in The Global Competitiveness Report 2009-2010, 
released today by the World Economic Forum ahead of its Annual Meeting of the New 
Champions 2009 in Dalian.  
 
The United States falls one place to second position, with weakening in its financial markets 
and macroeconomic stability. Singapore, Sweden and Denmark round out the top five. 
European economies continue to prevail in the top 10 with Finland, Germany and the 
Netherlands following suit. The United Kingdom, while remaining very competitive, has 
continued its fall from last year, moving down one more place this year to 13th, mainly 
attributable to continuing weakening of its financial markets.  
 
The People’s Republic of China continues to lead the way among large developing 
economies, improving by one place this year, solidifying its position among the top 30. Among 
the three other large BRIC economies, Brazil and India also improve, while Russia falls by 12 
places. Several Asian economies perform strongly with Japan, Hong Kong SAR, Republic of 
Korea and Taiwan, China also in the top 20. In Latin America, Chile is the highest ranked 
country, followed by Costa Rica and Brazil. 
 
To download the full report, please click here. 
 
More on: http://www.weforum.org/en/media/Latest%20Press%20Releases/PR_GCR09 
 

2. Forfás – publication: Enterprise Statistics at a Glance 2009 
 
In short:  
"Enterprise Statistics at a Glance 2009" brings together data from publications by 
Forfás, the Central Statistics Office, Eurostat and other bodies.  
 
It contains a summary of statistics on a number of areas relevant to the performance of the 
Irish enterprise sector including the general economic context; economy expenditure, value 
added and output; Ireland’s international trade in goods and services; inward and outward 
foreign direct investment stocks and flows; and business R&D and innovation. 
 
To download full publication, please click here. 
 
More on: 
http://www.forfas.ie/publication/search.jsp?ft=/publications/featuredpublications/title,4641,en.p
hp 
 

3. Forfás – publication: Research and development statistics in Ireland 2009  
 
In short:  
This report provides an analysis of Ireland's total research and development activity 
and includes data on expenditure; sources of funding; sectors of performance; 
research personnel; other science and technology indicators; and innovation 
statistics. It brings together data from a number of publications including The Science 
Budget 2007/2008 (Forfás); The Higher Education Research and Development Survey 
2006 (Forfás); Business Expenditure on Research and Development 2007/2008 
(CSO/Forfás); and the Community Innovation Survey 2004-2006 (CSO/Forfás). 
 
To download full publication, please click here. 
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More on: 
http://www.forfas.ie/publication/search.jsp?ft=/publications/featuredpublications/title,4640,en.p
hp 
 

4. US Competitiveness Council - Can the Future be Built in America? 
 
In short:  
Council on Competitiveness President Deborah Wince-Smith and member Jeff Immelt, 
CEO of GE, are quoted in a story in the latest issue of Businessweek: 
 
From its headquarters in a modest office park outside Sunnyvale, Calif., Bridgelux is hoping to 
spark a revolution in light fixtures for homes and offices across the U.S. It's ready to ramp up 
production of tiny light-emitting chips that blaze as bright as some incandescent bulbs but 
consume a fraction of the energy. To meet surging orders for its chips, it's prepared to spend 
$250 million over three years on gleaming cleanrooms. The question is, where should it put 
its plants? 
 
For a host of strategic reasons, Bridgelux would like to keep manufacturing in the U.S., but 
financial realities point to Asia. Not only are taxes far lower and government incentives more 
generous in such nations as Malaysia, China, and Singapore, but it's easier to raise cheap 
funding offshore than in the U.S., where private investors frown on manufacturing and bank 
lending is nearly frozen. CEO Mark Swoboda calls the decision "the toughest challenge facing 
our company." 
 
More on: http://www.compete.org/news/entry/1051/can-the-future-be-built-in-america/ 
 
 
 


