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I. EU Competitiveness 
 

1. WWF report: Green industries create more jobs 
 
In short:  
Jobs in low-carbon sectors are already outstripping those in Europe's traditional 
polluting industries in Europe, but the EU is missing the boat as regards harnessing 
the economic crisis to kick-start the transition to a low-carbon, competitive economy, a 
WWF study published on 16 June shows. 
 
The conservation NGO's estimates show that renewable energy, green transport and energy-
efficient goods and services employ at least 3.4 million people in Europe. This compares 
favourably with 2.8 million jobs in mining, electricity, gas, cement, iron, steel and other 
polluting industries, it reads. 
 
Renewable energies employ 400,000 people, but the potential for growth is significant, the 
study points out. Although around 70% of renewables technology rests in the hands of 
European companies, only a small number of countries, with Germany and Spain in the lead, 
account for the bulk of jobs in Europe. 
 
The largest share of green jobs, around 2.1 million, is in sustainable transport. The auto 
industry employs some 150,000 of the two million, and is involved in producing smaller cars 
that emit less than 120 grams of CO2 per kilometre, the WWF underlines, noting that despite 
the financial crisis, the industry is still adding production lines. 
 
More on: http://www.euractiv.com/en/enterprise-jobs/wwf-report-green-industries-create-
jobs/article-183230 
 

2. 'Baltic Energy Market' takes shape 
 
In short:  
Eight Baltic Sea states on 17 June launched an action plan to connect Lithuania, Latvia 
and Estonia to EU energy networks, providing a signpost for the Swedish Presidency's 
agenda for the Baltic Sea region. 
 
The Baltic Energy Interconnection Plan responds to calls for a more integrated electricity 
market in the Baltic region, as highlighted by the European Commission's Second Strategic 
Energy Review in November 2008.  
 
Sweden is expected to drive the plan's implementation forward during the second half of the 
year, after having declared the development of the Baltic Sea region one of the priorities of its 
EU presidency.  The plan aims to extend the liberalised Nordic electricity market model to the 
Baltic States as the basis for a regional market there. This could then be integrated into the 
Nordic one, the Commission said.   
 
More on: http://www.euractiv.com/en/energy/baltic-energy-market-takes-shape/article-183299 
 

3. Brussels festival showcases EU's creativity agenda 
 
In short:  
An EU-funded art exhibition promoting imagination and creativity, unveiled by the 
European Commission on 18 June, will be showcased at the Couleur Café festival in 
Brussels.  
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"Creativity is for all, not just a select few," said Odile Quintin, director-general of the 
Commission's education and culture department.  
 
The EU executive hopes the exhibition will highlight the importance of creativity and 
intercultural dialogue as part of a series of events to promote the European Year of Creativity 
and Innovation 2009.  
 
Orbis Pictus, the art group behind the installation, has developed an "interactive exhibition" 
that allows visitors to actively use their imagination by playing with the objects, said its 
director Jiří Wald.   
 
More on: http://www.euractiv.com/en/innovation/brussels-festival-showcases-eu-creativity-
agenda/article-183353 
 

4. Reforming tax systems for the recovery 
 
In short:  
Under the timely title of "European tax systems coordinated for growth", several 
members of BUSINESSEUROPE's tax working groups addressed the international tax 
conference organiced by the Confederation of Swedish Enterprise on 15-16 June.  
 
The conference was opened by Commissioner Kovacs and brought together over 230 
participants and speakers from business, European and international institutions, academia 
and the upcoming Swedish EU Presidency. 
 
More on: http://www.businesseurope.eu/Content/Default.asp?PageID=524&articleid=766 
 

5. EU regional funding has little impact on economic recovery 
 
In short:  
Regional policy currently accounts for the biggest slice of the general EU budget, but 
these funds alone are not enough to tackle the effects of the recession across the EU, 
experts say. The total money available for regional policy between 2007 and the end of 
2013 is €347 billion, with over 80 percent of this earmarked for the EU's poorer regions. 
The rest is aimed at boosting competitiveness and innovation in the bloc's wealthier 
countries. 
 
The main objective of regional funding is to reduce the economic and social gap for regions 
below 75 percent of the bloc's average GDP. This objective, called "convergence," applies to 
virtually the whole territory of eastern Europe with a few exceptions, such as Prague or 
Budapest. 
 
Portugal, southern Italy, most of Greece, four regions in Spain and two in England, Malta, as 
well as the French overseas territories are also included. 
 
Poland will receive the biggest amount of the seven-year regional funding - €67.2 billion. Most 
of the money is aimed at improving the country's infrastructure, for instance by tripling the 
length of highways and rail tracks, increasing the share of renewables from 2.9 percent in 
2005 to 8.5 percent in 2013, as well as creating 3.5 million jobs.   
 
More on: http://euobserver.com/886/28307/?rk=1 
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6. Worst of economic crisis over, but Asia still facing risks 
 
In short:  
There is a growing consensus that the worst is over for Asia and the rest of the world, 
but many risks remain, said leaders at the 18th World Economic Forum on East Asia, 
which opened today. They urged governments to formulate an exit strategy to mop up 
excess liquidity from stimulus programmes, avoid trade protectionism, strike a correct 
balance between regulation and flexibility, and use the crisis to move strongly on 
regional integration. 
 
“There is a growing consensus that the worst of the crisis is over and even signs of bottoming 
out, and even hints of recovery in some economies,” said Lim Hwee Hua, Minister, Office of 
the Prime Minister of Singapore. “However, as we move out of the woods, we need to be 
mindful of how recovery is taking place.” She pointed to the fiscal risks associated with the 
various stimulus packages in Asia and elsewhere, which could spark inflation down the road 
and even stagflation, and the emerging risk of the H1N1 influenza virus. 
 
More on: http://www.weforum.org/en/media/Latest%20Press%20Releases/PR_EAS09_B 
 
Asia relies on green initiatives for future growth 
More on: http://www.weforum.org/en/media/Latest%20Press%20Releases/PR_EAS09_B 
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II. Other 
 

1. Mexico Competitiveness Report analyzes key strengths and weaknesses 
 
In short:  
The World Economic Forum released today The Mexico Competitiveness Report 2009, 
the first ever study of this type for Mexico. Using the Global Competitiveness Index’s 
methodology and the latest thinking in competitiveness research, The Mexico 
Competitiveness Report 2009 provides a comprehensive overview of the country’s 
current competitiveness landscape, highlighting strengths and problematic areas. 
 
Ranked 60th in the Global Competitiveness Index 2008-2009, Mexico presents important 
strengths in its market size, sophisticated business sector and diversified production structure 
as well as its sound macroeconomics fundamentals. However, a number of weaknesses 
remain in the quality of institutions, goods and labor markets, education standards and 
innovation potential. The Report is the result of collaboration between the World Economic 
Forum and Harvard University 
 
More on: http://www.weforum.org/en/media/Latest%20Press%20Releases/PR_MCR09 
 
 

2. Forfás – Publication: The Expert Group on Future Skills Needs Statement of Activity  
    2008 
 
In short:  
This statement provides details of the Expert Group’s reports for 2008, changes to the 
Group’s membership, and information on the Group secretariat and resources. 
 
To download the entire publication, please click here. 
 
More on: http://www.forfas.ie/publication/search.jsp?ft=/publications/2009/title,4216,en.php 
 

3. Forfás – Publication: A Quantitative Tool for Workforce Planning in Healthcare:  
     Example Simulations 
 
In short:  
This report has been produced by the Skills and Labour Market Research Unit 
(SLMRU), FÁS, on behalf of the EGFSN at the request of the Department of Health and 
Children. The report describes the models developed by the SLMRU for 12 selected 
healthcare occupations.  
 
It illustrates the usefulness of these models by simulating alternative scenarios of demand 
and supply for each occupation. The report also identifies specific issues relevant to the 
workforce planning of each occupation. Finally, the report contains a number of 
recommendations designed to improve workforce planning in the future. 
 
To download the entire publication, please click here. 
 
More on: http://www.forfas.ie/publication/search.jsp?ft=/publications/2009/title,4215,en.php 
 
 
 



 
Competitiveness Digest No.134 

6 
 

 

4. US Competitiveness Council - Video: “NOW on PBS” Features Council President,  
     Members on Job Growth 
 
In short:  
"NOW on PBS" featured Council President Deborah Wince-Smith and Council 
members Joe Welch, Chairman, President and CEO, ITC Holdings Corp.; Craig Giffi, 
Vice Chairman, Deloitte LLP; The Honorable John Engler, President and CEO, National 
Association of Manufacturers; and James Quigley, Global CEO, Deloitte Touche 
Tohmatsu. All answered the question "How can we best promote job growth in 
America?" 
Watch their answers here. 
 
 
More on: http://www.compete.org/news/entry/727/video-now-on-pbs-features-council-
president-members-on-job-growth/ 
 


