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. Forfas — Advisory Science Council calls for excellence in commercialisation to
ensure Ireland gets return on investment in Research
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I. EU Competitiveness

1. Next Commission president 'must champion innovation'

In short:

The EU executive should charge its next president with developing a harmonised
innovation policy in order to fix Europe's fragmented innovation infrastructure and
benefit from investment in research, according to a leading figure in the chemicals
industry.

Dr. Wolfgang Plischke, a board member at Bayer AG and vice-president of chemicals industry
body Cefic, said Europe has all the ingredients for a coherent innovation policy, but these
need to be tied together into a single framework.

Speaking at a conference on innovation and the climate crisis, hosted by ENDS Europe, he
said pumping more funding into existing research programmes will not help unless the
political system is reformed. "Innovation needs a champion at the highest level. The next
Commission president should guide innovation policy and encourage national governments to
work together," he said.

More on: http://www.euractiv.com/en/innovation/commission-president-champion-
innovation/article-182974

2. Brussels outlines justice priorities for next 5 years

In short:

The European Commission on 10 June presented the priorities it would like the EU to
focus on in the realm of justice for the next five years, including increased security co-
operation and improved immigration management.

The paper presented by the EU executive calls for tighter border controls and says member
states should exchange more information on criminal and security matters, as well as
increase police co-operation in general. Closer co-operation is needed to better tackle
organised crime and terrorism, EU justice commissioner Jacques Barrot, whose cabinet
drafted the document, said at a press conference in Brussels. "Organised crime progresses
without caring about national frontiers," he stressed.

One way to work on this would be to set up an exchange programme for police officers — "an
Erasmus programme for the police" — and improve the one that exists in that respect for
judicial staff, the commissioner said. The draft also focuses on citizens' rights and calls on
member states to ensure they fully implement EU legislation on free movement of people in
the bloc.

More on: http://euobserver.com/22/28283/?rk=1

3. Sweden braced for ‘crisis presidency’

In short:

With ongoing financial and economic crises, global warming, institutional changes
following the EU elections and uncertainty over the Lisbon Treaty, Swedish Prime
Minister Fredrik Reinfeldt said his country was ready for a bumpy ride as it prepares to
take the helm of the European Union on 1 July.
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"l recently read that we are about to face a water crisis too and | thought, why not — let's add
that one to the list as well," Prime Minister Reinfeldt said, speaking provocatively during a
lunch at the Centre for European Policy Studies in Brussels yesterday (9 June).

Europe is facing difficult challenges, but Stockholm is ready for them, said Reinfeldt,
announcing that his country's presidency would be rather different to what people might
expect from a country like Sweden.

"The Sweden of today is seeking a new, more proactive and positive role within the EU," said
Reinfeldt, who did not hide the fact that his government has lofty ambitions regarding
European policies.

More on: http://www.euractiv.com/en/opinion/sweden-braced-crisis-presidency/article-183053

Sweden's EU immigration plans facing headwinds
More on: http://www.euractiv.com/en/opinion/sweden-eu-immigration-plans-facing-
headwinds/article-183119

4. Small Business Act: One year on

In short:

Small businesses are beginning to see some benefit from a range of measures aimed
at reducing unnecessary paperwork and improving cash flow. A year on from the
introduction of the Small Business Act, the EurActiv network looks at what
governments across Europe have been doing to ease the burden on SMEs.

Elements of the Small Business Act have been embraced to varying degrees across Europe.
Additional support services, changes in economic policy and steps to help SMEs compete for
public projects are among the measures introduced in the last 12 months.

However, implementation has not been uniform, and the financial crisis has threatened the
viability of thousands of SMEs and forced governments to step up their efforts to help
companies survive the economic storm.

More on: http://www.euractiv.com/en/enterprise-jobs/small-business-act-year/article-183039

5. Big economies 'stabilising’ - G8

In short:
The world's largest economies are beginning to stabilise but still face major risks amid
an ongoing global recession, G8 finance ministers say.

At a meeting in Italy of G8 nations, the ministers said stock markets were rising, interest rates
more stable, and consumer confidence was returning. However, US Treasury chief Tim
Geithner led warnings that it was too early to wind down economic stimulus packages.

He said they should remain in place until a global recovery was under way. At the meeting in
Lecce, which aimed to lay the groundwork for a full G8 heads of government conference next
month in the earthquake-hit town of L'Aquila, the finance ministers conceded that the global
situation "remains uncertain".

"Significant risks remain to economic and financial stability," the ministers said in a statement
released at the end of their meeting. It highlighted the possibility that unemployment could
continue to rise even after output growth resumes.

More on: http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/business/8098886.stm
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6. Ireland moves to help small business credit-flow

In short:

Before the worst effects of the financial crisis took hold, the European Commission
rated Ireland as one of the EU's top countries for small businesses. Hit hard by an
unstable banking sector, the Irish government is now trying to revive its SME
credentials with a series of policy measures.

The SME Performance Review, published earlier this year, analysed the performance of
SMEs across Europe in 2008, thus allowing for a comparison between different EU member
states.

The Commission's so-called 'SBA policy radar' for Ireland, yields a remarkably positive picture
in comparison with other countries, according to the report. Particular strengths in 2008 were
the lIrish public's attitude towards entrepreneurs - 85% of Irish citizens agree that persons
growing a successful new business receive high status, while the EU average is only 69% -
and in the area of skills and innovation, where Ireland again "outperformed the EU average by
a considerable margin".

More on: http://www.euractiv.com/en/enterprise-jobs/ireland-moves-help-small-business-
credit-flow/article-183051

7. New Parliament retains gender imbalance

In short:
Once again, women will not be equally represented in the new European Parliament,
despite much talk and fully-fledged legislation to ensure gender equality.

The exact distribution of men and women will only be known at the inaugural session of the
new legislature in Strasbourg on 14 July, but initial data show that the number of female
MEPs will not come closer to equally representing the bloc's population, of which 52% is
female.

"It is not surprising as it is due to the slight shift to the right," said Cécile Gréboval, policy
director of the European Women's Lobby (EWL), the largest umbrella organisation of
women's groups in the European Union.

From the first results published yesterday (10 June), the rate of women MEPs has increased,
in at least 13 countries, declined in seven countries, and remained the same in Malta and
Estonia. The results for five member states are still not known.

More on: http://www.euractiv.com/en/eu-elections/new-parliament-retains-gender-
imbalance/article-183125
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Il. Other

1. Forfas — Advisory Science Council calls for excellence in commercialisation to
ensure Ireland gets return on investment in Research

In short:

The Advisory Science Council, established to advise Government on how science,
technology and innovation can contribute to Ireland’s economic and social
development, today commented that to effectively convert our investments in science
and research into products, services and business that there must be a significant
change in mindset and focus.

“Our research landscape has transformed dramatically due to the significant increases in
investment. As a consequence of these investments Ireland is now on the map as a country
where groundbreaking research is being undertaken by research teams of scale and of the
highest calibre”, stated Mary Cryan, Chair of the Advisory Science Council. “It is critical that
we take stock and put in place the structures and supports to ensure that our achievements to
date are translated into economic benefit in the future. We must strive not only for excellence
in research but excellence in the commercialization of this research,” she said.

More on: http://www.forfas.ie/newsevents/news/title,4191.en.php




